
The BMW Club - National AGM Information 

Dunchurch Park Hotel & Conference Centre 

For some months the National AGM has been advertised in The Journal. It should be noted that as The BMW 

Club is a Registered Company it is a legal requirement to hold this meeting on an annual basis.  

Location: The hotel is centrally located on the outskirts of Dunchurch on the A426 2.4 miles South of Rugby. 

Appendix 1 defines the location. If approaching Dunchurch from a southerly direction it is very likely that 

satellite navigation systems will direct you through Dunchurch and onto the A426 but then direct the user 

into Vicarage Lane (see Appendix 2). It is not recommended that this option is used but to continue along 

the A426 towards Rugby where the main hotel entrance will be on the right. Vicarage Lane is relatively 

narrow and with numerous parked vehicles which may prove difficult to negotiate, particularly when driving 

a motor home or towing a caravan. Marshalls will be on hand to provide guidance at the hotel entrance and 

within the grounds. 

Camping: As advertised camping is available for the Friday and Saturday nights as required but needs to be 

booked in advance directly with the Hotel (see advert for rates and contact details).  

Appendix 3 illustrates the layout of the hotel and the areas defined for camping and for caravans/motor 

homes. It is unlikely that marshals will be available on Friday therefore anyone wishing to camp on Friday 

should contact reception for on-site directions to these areas. Additionally out of hours access to the Garden 

Suite toilets and wash rooms (no showers) will be via a key pad, the code can obtained from reception at the 

time of checking in. 

Parking: The grounds of the hotel are quite extensive with ample parking. Marshals will be on hand to provide 

direction. Appendix 3 illustrates the respective parking places. 

Registration: Registration will commence at 10.00 in the Garden Suit (see Appendix 4) Don't forget your 

membership cards as these must be presented at the time of registration.  

Lunch: A free lunch of filled jacket potatoes will be available to those attendees that have booked with Jim 

Lepley. At the time of registration you will be given your pre-booked Lunch Voucher which will grant access 

to the room where lunch will be served. No voucher = No lunch. As the room where lunch will be served is 

relatively small it is requested that attendees obtain their lunch and then return to the main entrance area 

or the meeting room. 

BBQ and Hog Roast: Those that have booked for the evening meal will be issued with vouchers at the time 

of registration. 

Appendix 5 gives brief insight into the history of the Dunchurch Park Hotel  
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Appendix 5 

History of Dunchurch Park Hotel 

1767: The lands came into the possession of King George III and were later developed upon by Lord John 

Scott, 2nd son of the 4th Duke of Buccleuch. 

1804: The estate was sold by Elizabeth Buccleuch to Richard Tawney who made the purchase on behalf of 

the Oxford Union Canal Navigation Company for £700, who arranged the building of a fine red brick mansion. 

1805: Richard Tawney, a proprietor of the Oxford Union Canal Navigation Company, moved into the Lodge 

and lived there until his death in 1832. 

1834 - Company leased out the Lodge to a variety of tenants including Colonel John Rochford. 

1851 - William Keach of Dunchurch, a gentleman farmer, moved in with his family and servants. 

1861 - Thomas Hazlehurst occupied the Lodge with his wife and servants. 

1868 - Estate acquired by Alfred Hyde Harrison who converted the house to a preparatory school for the 

sons of gentlemen. 

1883 - The school moved to Dunchurch Hall and the estate was sold to John Lancaster the Elder.  The Lodge 

was let out again to various tenants. 

1883 - Extensive repair to house and outbuildings in preparation for arrival of Walter Sandilands, 12th Baron 

Torpichen of Scotland and his wife.  His two sons were later born at Dunchurch Lodge. 

1890 - £4,000 spent on refurbishment in November before sub letting to Honourable Douglas Leigh for the 

hunting season.  On the night of 17th December a great fire destroyed the Lodge, leaving only the East Wing. 

1903 - John Lancaster commissioned Gilbert Fraser, a reputable architect, to design a new mansion house 

for the site.  It incorporated the old East Wing where there have been sightings of a female ghost. 

1908 - Building of the new mansion house and 3 lodges for the estate workers completed and Thomas 

Mawson, a landscape architect, was commissioned to design a garden with pleasure grounds to enhance the 

house. 

1920 - However, by the time the new Lodge was completed in 1920 Lancaster had died (in 1917) and the 

building was purchased by Major and Mrs Cayzer.  The Cayzer's social life was glittering and members of the 

Royal Family were frequently entertained at Dunchurch.  The family lived there until 1948, when Major 

Cayzer died, his wife having died in 1946.  The Major's heirs sold the estate to the English order of 

Benedictine monks. 

1950 - The property did not seem to have found favour with its new owners for in 1950 it was again offered 

for sale.  On this occasion it was purchased by the English Electric Company for use as living accommodation 

by its graduate apprentices and for entertaining overseas visitors.  The present dining room was added at 

this time in matching materials and style at a cost almost equal to that paid for the purchase of the whole 

estate. 

1959 - The Company began running residential management courses at the Lodge.  At first these were 

located in the old stable complex which was converted to provide the necessary bedrooms, offices and 

conference rooms. 

The company management training activity expanded over the next few years to the point that it was 

decided to convert the Lodge itself into a Conference and Training Centre.  The transition required the 



addition of 50 more bedrooms and the conversion of the main building to provide five conference rooms, 

library and supporting facilities. 

1969 - English Electric, AEI and GEC merged and the estate became the Dunchurch Industrial Staff College. 

1977 - The name was changed to the College of Management Dunchurch and in 1987 was further changed 

to GEC Management College Dunchurch. 

1990 - Due to business expansion, an office building was erected to house the tutorial and administration 

staff thus freeing the rooms in the main house for course and syndicate use. 

1993 - A new purpose built conference centre (capacity 250 people) was added to satisfy a demand for 

conference facilities capable of accommodating larger numbers.  The new building was named The Garden 

Rooms and the rooms in the building were named after famous English gardens. 

1999 - A de-merger took place and the defence systems part of the GEC business was purchased by British 

Aerospace and became BAE SYSTEMS and GEC re-launched itself as Marconi. 

By the end of the year the decision had been made to sell Dunchurch and on 24 January 2001 Dunchurch 

was purchased by First Venues Limited and became Dunchurch Park Hotel and Conference Centre. 

Dunchurch Park has continued to offer a first class venue and first class service for training and conference 

events but has extended its scope to encompass the leisure market, including weddings, birthdays and 

anniversary celebrations, Christmas parties, Sunday dining etc.  It is in fact fast becoming one of the preferred 

wedding venues in the region. 


